F/\/ Kariel

Southeast Alaska in the mid-
seventies saw many a young person
) arrive with dreams of making a
quick living on the sea, and Steve
Fish was no exception, though
it was also the attraction of this
place where land meets sea that
4. brought Fish to Alaska in 1974.

. And he learned by the end of
/|8 his first season that it would take
more than the three months
that “quick” living.
At nineteen, Flsh says, “I was looking for that inde-

4

to make

pendence from imposed routine.” He also liked the idea of re-
lying on his own resources and “working within the confines
of nature: weather, resources, working in seasons, quotas, ca-
prices of market-everything changes,” he says, “I like change”.

Later, 7
his growing family and
changed
priorities,  he

when

economics
his
moved from the re-
mote fishing village of
Port Alexander to the

{ﬂﬁrﬂ' Sy
hub community of Sit- s

ka. This new home provided good winter fishing grounds

and more school opportunities for his three children.

Fish’s approach to fishing is to try to respect every
fish and keep it at it’s best value. He and his crew bleed ev-
ery fish, which is unusual on a refrigerated sea water (RSW)
boat. Value is important to Fish and his methods are flex-
ible. If the weather is stormy, he will ice his halibut and
black cod (though not together) so as to avoid scale loss.

Fish has served on the board of the Alaska
Marine Conser-
vation Council,
including two
years as Chair,
and is currently
president of the
Alaska Longline
Fishermen’s

Association.
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Alaskans Own is the premium
seafood brand of the Alaska
Sustainable Fisheries Trust, an
innovative endeavor that
combines the best in business with
the best in conservation.

The mission of the Trust is to
strengthen the health of Alaska
fishing communities and marine
resources by investing in the
ability of community-based
fishermen employing sustainable
harvesting practices to secure
viable access to Alaska’s
fisheries and to markets that value
their commitment to the resource.
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